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Buker: Lieutenant Levin M. Powell, U.S.N., Pioneer of Riverine Warfare

LIEUTENANT LEVIN M. POWELL, U.S.N.,
PIONEER OF RIVERINE WARFARE
by GEORGE E. B UKER
VIETNAM is half a world away from Florida.
Historically over a century and a quarter separates the
present conflict in Southeast Asia from the Second Seminole
War. In both of these engagements the United States Navy has
conducted similar operations of maintaining combat coastal patrols against guerrilla operations. Today the amphibious river
assault forces of the navy wend their passage among the tortuous
waterways of the Mekong delta in riverine warfare. l The lineage
of such naval operations go back to the Second Seminole War of
1835-1842 in Florida. The conflict erupted in December 1835,
when the Indians took to the warpath rather than accept the
United States’ demand that they leave Florida and resettle on
lands west of the Mississippi. Even before hostilities broke out
Secretary of the Navy Mahlon Dickerson had instructed Commodore Alexander J. Dallas, commander of the West India
Squadron based at Pensacola, to render all aid possible to the
army forces of Brigadier General Duncan L. Clinch for his task
of relocating the Seminole Indians. 2
On the afternoon of March 17, 1836, at Tampa Bay, the
normal routine of the U.S.S. Vandalia was interrupted by the

G

EOGRAPHICALLY

1. Victor J. Croizat, “Naval Forces in River War,” United States Naval
Institute Proceedings, XCII (October 1966), 52-61; All Hands
(November 1966), this issue is devoted to small craft in Vietnam;
E. M. Eller, ed., Riverine Warfare: The U. S. Navy’s Operations on
Inland Waters (Washington, 1968), passim.
2. Mahlon Dickerson to Alexander J. Dallas, October 29, 1835, Letters
Sent by the Secretary of the Navy to Officers, 1798-1868, Navy
Department, Naval Records Collection of the Office of Naval
Records and Library, Record Group 45, National Archives. Microfilm
in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History. Cited hereafter as
“Officers, Ships of War.” Brigadier General Duncan L. Clinch had
been given command of the army forces in Florida on November 24,
1834, and actively participated in the talks held between the government and the Seminole Indians, John K. Mahon, History of the
Second Seminole War, 1835-1842 (Gainesville, 1967), 95.
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boatswains pipe calling away the ship’s boat expedition. This
was the culmination of a little over a day’s preparation on the part
of the crew to organize, equip, and provision a small boat force to
search for and to engage in combat hostile Indians. Two days
earlier, Commander Thomas T. Webb, commanding officer, had
received information that a large band of Seminoles, with horses
and cattle, had encamped somewhere near the Manatee River,
some twenty-six miles away. 3
Supervision of the provisioning was entrusted to Acting Sailing Master Stephen C. Rowan 4 and Passed Midshipman William
M. Walker, second and third in command of this expedition under Lieutenant Levin M. Powell. 5 Rowan requisitioned caulking
3. Thomas T. Webb to Dallas, April 2, 1836, United States Navy
Department, Records Relating to the Service of the Navy and the
Marine Corps on the Coast of Florida, 1835-42, mss. in National
Archives, Washington, 50-52. Microfilm in the P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History. Cited hereafter as “Records.”
4. Acting Sailing Master (Passed Midshipman) Stephan Clegg Rowan
was born near Dublin, Ireland, on December 25, 1808. His parents
settled in Ohio and he was appointed a midshipman from that state
on February 1, 1826. Serving as a lieutenant along the California
coast during the Mexican War, he later published his recollections
of that war in the United States Naval Institute Proceedings, XIV,
1888. During the Civil War he remained with the Union navy and
for his actions along the North Carolina coast he was made captain
and commodore on the same day, July 16, 1862. He became commander-in-chief of the Asiatic squadron, 1868-1870, with the rank of
vice admiral. He retired February 26, 1889, and died the following
year on March 31, 1890 in Washington. Charles Lee Lewis, “Stephan
Clegg Rowan,” Dictionary of American Biography, 21 vols. (New
York, 1935), XVI, 196-97; “Obituary,” New York Times, April 1,
1890.
5. Levin Mynn Powell was born in Virginia on April 8, 1798. He was
appointed a midshipman in 1817 and lieutenant in 1826. In addition
to his servicess in Florida related in this article, he was commanding
officer of the brig Consort and surveyed the coast from Appalachicola
to the Mississippi River in 1840-1841. During the Civil War he
commanded the U.S.S. Potomac from August 20, 1861, to June 29,
1862, on blockade duty in the Gulf of Mexico. He was appointed
rear admiral on the retired list in 1869 and died in Washington, D.C.,
January 15, 1885. There has been some confusion among various
biographical sources as to Powell’s middle name and the year of his
birth. In a petition for a naval academy, issued by the commissioned
and warrant officers of the U.S.S. Constellation, he signed his full
name as Levin Mynn Powell, the petition follows the letter of
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mallets, caulking irons, broad axe, jack plane, chisel, saw, spike
gimblet, auger, topmaul, adze, and wood axes from the carpenter’s department; muskets, a musket scraper, pistols, a pistol
scraper, cartridges, flints, priming powder, bayonets, and cutlasses
from the gunner’s department; and 210 pounds pork, 210 pounds
beef, six gallons beans, six gallons rice, three gallons molasses,
two gallons vinegar, twenty-four gallons whiskey, and 4,500
pounds of bread from the purser. Meanwhile, Powell, after drawing two boat’s compasses, a chart, and spy glass from the master’s
department, consulted with the captain and Lieutenant E. T.
Doughty, who had led a previous boat expedition in January. 6
Finally, when the preparations were completed, the men, attired
in their white uniforms, blue collars, and straw hats fell in for
muster and weapons check. Satisfied with his inspection, Lieutenant Powell reported his departure to the deck officer, and a log
entry was made, noting the departure of two cutters for the
mouth of the Manatee. 7 Powell’s specific orders were to “proceed
to the examination of the river Manatee, the Mullet Keys and to
January 25, 1839, Letters Received by the Secretary of the Navy
From Officers Below the Rank of Commander, 1802-1884, Record
Group 45, National Archives. Microfilm in the P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville. Cited hereafter as “Officers’ Letters.” The year of his birth is taken from his
service record, “Levin M. Powell,” Officers’ Service Abstracts, 17981893, Navy Department, Records of the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Record Group 24, National Archives. Microprints are in possession of the author. “Levin Minn Powell,” National Cyclopaedia of
American Biography (New York, 1893), I, 383; Executive Document, 27th Cong., 2nd Sess., (Serial No. 404), No. 220 (Washington,
1842), passim; Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Navies in the War of the Rebellion (Washington, 1894-1922), Series
I, Vols. I, IV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, XXVII, passim; “Obituary,”
New York Times, January 17, 1885.
6. The provisions listed are based upon those provided for Lieutenant
E . T . D o u g h t y ’s e x p e d i t i o n i n J a n u a r y 1 8 3 6 , a n d p r o - r a t e d f o r
P o w e l l ’s g r o u p o f f o r t y - t w o m e n f o r a p e r i o d o f t e n d a y s , E . T .
Doughty to Thomas T. Webb, December 31, 1835, Letters Received by the Secretary of the Navy From Commanders, 1804-1886,
Record Group 45, National Archives. Microfilm in Graduate Research Library, University of Florida. Cited hereafter as “Masters
Commandant” through 1837, and as “Commanders’ Letters” thereafter.
7. Vandalia ship’s log, March 17, 1836, “Records,” 135.
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cruise along the main coast North of Anclote Keys with a view to
intercept the hostile Indians in their retreat coastwise.” In other
words, the navy was to perform a flanking and harassing action
upon the Indians who were being driven southward along the
west coast of Florida by the army. Powell and his men spent Friday, March 18, searching along both banks of the Manatee (to
the head of boat navigation) but no Indians were sighted. The
following day he sailed for Anclote Keys and arrived there on
Monday, March 21. The sailors searched the area carefully and
observed many signs of Indians, but from all indications these
were old tracks and not of recent origin. This search took a little
over two days and on the twenty-fourth the expedition sailed
south to investigate Mullet Keys. There the process of searching
and exploring the area for signs of Indians was repeated, but
again the results were negative. The weather had turned stormy,
provisions were running low, no Indians had been found, and the
discomfort of living in an open boat prompted Powell to set sail
for the Vandalia on the morning of March 27. The group arrived
the following evening. 8
Shipboard rest for Powell and Rowan was brief. On March
31, they and Midshipman Lafayette Maynard were dispatched
with arms and provisions for fifteen days “to act against the
Indians on the coast south of Tampa Bay.” 9 Powell sailed to
Charlotte Harbor with two boats - a launch and a cutter - containing forty officers and men. At the entrance to the bay they
came upon two pirogues of fugitives from the fishing rancho at
Josefa Island. 10 The refugees reported that on the previous eve8. Levin M. Powell to Webb, March 28, 1836, ibid., 44-45; Vandalia
ship’s log, March 28, 1836, ibid., 135.
9. Vandalia ship’s log, March 31, 1836, ibid., 136.
10. A search of contemporary maps of Florida during this period failed
to identify Josefa Island, yet Powell mentions it in his report and
again in connection with a later expedition, Powell to Webb, April
17, 1836, ibid., 56-57; Powell to Thomas Crabb, December 8, 1836,
reprinted in Army and Navy Chronicle, New Series, IV, 298-99,
These fishing ranchos were scattered along the west coast of Florida.
Their inhabitants, a mixed population of Spanish-speaking Cubans
and Indians, harvested and cured fish for the Havana market.
The Indian agent Wiley Thompson felt, based upon hearsay, these
ranchos were composed of “a lawless, motley crew; . . . [who] will
leave nothing unattempted to induce the Indians to oppose emigra-
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ning their settlement had been attacked by a force of about
twenty-five Indians led by Chief Wy-ho-kee. The revenue collector’s establishment was destroyed and it was believed that the
customs inspector had been killed. Some of the residents had fled
in small boats; others had hidden the women and children in the
woods to elude the Indians who plundered the settlement.
Lieutenant Powell immediately directed his group to the
stricken village. On the way another boatload of fugitives was
picked up, and he urged the people in it to gather up the women
and children hidden along the route while his force pushed on to
meet the enemy. There were no raiders present at Josefa Island
when the navy force arrived; the marauders were encamped on
an island a few miles away. After helping the civilians return to
their homes, guides were procured and Rowan was dispatched to
investigate. The following morning, April 3, his party came upon
a small group of Seminoles just south of Charlotte Bay and engaged them in combat; two Indians were killed and two were
taken prisoner. The remainder of the expedition, in company
with the U. S. cutter Dallas, arrived shortly afterward and the
two captives, one of whom was called Punai, were placed aboard
for safekeeping. While Powell was making arrangements for his
prisoners, Rowan, trailing another band of Indians, continued on
to Sanibel Island, but he made no contact with the enemy. 11
Powell maintained his boat patrols along the coast and
around the keys searching for Indians. Meantime some of the
residents of Charlotte Harbor found the body of Dr. H. B.
Crews, the missing customs inspector, on a small island where he
had gone to hunt. 12 A report was sent to Tampa Bay, and just
tion,” W i l e y T h o m p s o n t o W i l l i a m P . D u V a l , J a n u a r y 1 , 1 8 3 5 ,
American State Papers, Class V, Military Affairs, VI, 454. Captain
William Buner, an American owner and operator of a fishing
rancho at Tampa Bay held a more favorable view, William Buner to
Thompson, January 9, 1835, ibid., 484-85. From a legal point of
view, Judge Augustus Steele felt that these rancho Indians were
excluded from the general Indian emigration, Steele to Thompson,
January 10, 1835, ibid., 484. For further information on this subject
see fn. 27, infra.
11. Powell to Webb, April 17, 1836, “Records,” 56-57.
12. Dr. H. B. Crews (Crewe) appears to have been a frontier entrepreneur interested in many projects. Before moving to Charlotte
Harbor he lived in Webbville, Florida, where he had been appointed
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after leaving Charlotte the messenger came upon Lieutenant
Powell’s group and gave them the news. Powell immediately set
a course for the scene of the murder. As he neared his destination,
Powell noticed an Indian canoe just off shore of an adjacent
island and gave chase, but the natives were able to reach land
before they could be overtaken. Powell ordered the sailors to
open fire; one Indian was killed and the other gave himself up. A
search of the canoe revealed some of Dr. Crews’ personal effects.
The Dallas was sighted and hailed shortly after this incident and
the prisoner was transferred aboard. 13
In the meantime, the army, in three wings, had made a sweep
through northern Florida without being able to find the main
body of Indian warriors. Thus since early April 1836, the army
had been gathered at Fort Brooke awaiting some intelligence of
the enemy’s whereabouts. The arrival of the Dallas brought information of Lieutenant Powell’s brush with the Seminoles, but
more important one of his prisoners confessed that the hostiles
had concentrated their families and supplies inland from Charlotte Harbor near the headwaters of Pease Creek. 14 Major General Winfield Scott, newly assigned military commander in Florida, ordered Colonel Persifor F. Smith and his Louisiana Volunteers to proceed by boat to Charlotte. Commander Webb through
Colonel Smith instructed Lieutenant Powell to cooperate with
one of the trsutees for the school lands for Jackson County in 1832.
Later that year, although recommended by the Seminole Chief
Blount, he was unsuccessful in receiving a position as physician on
the government-sponsored Seminole exploring party to view the
western lands assigned to them. Finally, he had been one of the
contractors associated with repairing and rerouting of the road from
Tallahassee to Pensacola, Clarence E. Carter, ed., Territorial Papers
of the United States: Territory of Florida, 1828-1834, 26 vols. (Washington, 1956-1962), XXIV, 658-59, 740, 786, 788-89.
13. Pensacola Gazette, April 30, 1836; Key West Inquirer, April 30, 1836.
It was later determined that Dr. Crews and a Spaniard had been
killed by an Indian while all three were on a hunting expedition.
The Spaniard and Indian were employed by Crews at the time
of the murders, Key West Inquirer, May 7, 1836.
14. Woodburne Potter, The War in Florida (Baltimore, 1836), 179-80;
M. M. Cohen, Notices of Florida and the Campaigns (Charleston,
1836), 193. See also facsimile edition with introduction by O. Z.
Tyler, Jr. (Gainesville, 1964).
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this force. The Volunteers commenced embarking on the troop
transports late on the afternoon of April 10. Smith, however, was
anxious to meet Powell before his force departed from the area,
and he left with his staff in two boats at nine that same evening.
The following morning, about twenty miles from Boca Grande,
Colonel Smith met the navy expedition convoying the Josefa
Island fishermen and their families to Tampa. The combined
assault group headed south and arrived at Charlotte Harbor the
next day. Powell, now under Smith’s orders, took charge of boat
operations, transporting the forces up the Myacca River as far
as the depth of water would allow. Upon reaching the head of
boat navigation, Powell’s group was incorporated into Smith’s
volunteer units which marched up both banks of the river. There
were signs of the recent passing of a small band of Indians and a
deserted village was found, but there were no indications that the
Seminoles had gathered in force. When Colonel Smith gave the
order to proceed back to Tampa Bay, Powell returned also and
they were accompanied by the Spanish fishermen and their
families, a total of about 100 civilians. Powell, upon his arrival
April 17, concluded his written report to his captain by saying,
“We arrived last night after an absence of twenty-six days [he is
evidently including his first boat expedition in his computations],
and although greatly exposed in our open boats, and my people
subjected to great hardship I am pleased to bear witness to the
cheerfulness and industry which marked their conduct.” 15
April was the last month of the army’s winter campaign. 16
Believing that military operations could not be conducted during
the sickly season, the troops, with the advent of hot weather,
moved into summer quarters. During this lull in the war Commodore Dallas dispatched the Vandalia to visit various Caribbean ports of call. When the sloop arrived in Pensacola on
August 25 she had completed a cruise of just over 110 days,
ninety-two of which were spent at sea. 17
15. Webb to Dallas, April 12, 1836, extract reprinted in the Pensacola Gazette, April 23, 1836; Powell to Webb, April 17, 1836,
“Records,” 56-57; Persifor F. Smith to Winfield Scott, April 26,
1836, Military Affairs, VII, 290; Mervine P. Mix to Dallas, April 30,
1836, “Records,” 54-55.
16. Niles’ Weekly Register, L (May 14, 1836), 189.
17. Webb to Dallas, August 24, 1836, reprinted ibid., September 24, 1836,
LI, 55; Pensacola Gazette, August 27, 1836.
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The winter campaign of 1836-1837 began for Lieutenant
Powell on the morning of October 2, 1836, when the Vandalia,
accompanied by the revenue cutter Washington, sortied from
Pensacola Bay and headed for Key West. This small force carried
all of the marines of the squadron’s ships then in the Gulf of
Mexico, except for the St. Louis’ detachment. It was to augment
the navy’s seamen and provide a strike force capable of dealing
with a group of Indians, believed to number about 200, gathered
in the vicinity of Cape Florida or New River. 18 Enroute to Key
West, Powell and Commander Thomas Crabb, the Vandalia’s
new commanding officer, sketched the broad outline of the forthcoming operation. It had been reported that the Indians harvested arrow-root, a substance they used to make bread, in this
locality before moving northward. It might be possible, therefore,
to surprise a large number of warriors before they took to the
warpath; or, failing that, to deprive the hostiles of one of their
basic foodstuffs and let hunger and starvation take their toll. The
plan called for the Washington to transport boats and personnel
from Key West to Cape Florida and to continue to act as the
supply base for the ensuing operations. This assault force was
larger than Powell’s earlier expeditions and was tailored for the
mission. In addition to the mobile support base provided by the
revenue cutter, the detachment’s fifty sailors, led by Lieutenant
William Smith of the Vandalia, manned two schooner boats,
Carolina and Firefly, and six smaller craft. First Lieutenant
Nathaniel S. Waldron, U.S.M.C., from the frigate Constellation,
commanded the ninety-five marines assigned. The medical duties
were performed by the Vandalia’s surgeon, Charles A. Hassler,
who was assisted by a civilian volunteer, Dr. E. Frederick Leitner. 19 Furthermore, Powell had the services of Mr. Stephen R.
18. Richard K. Call to Dallas, September 14, 1836, Carter, Territory
of Florida, XXV, 331-32; Dallas to Dickerson, October 2, 1836,
“Records,” 76.
19. Dr. E. Frederick Leitner was a German-born physician and naturalist
who had resided in Charleston, S. C., for the previous seven years
and had spent much of his time investigating the fauna of southern
Florida, Army and Navy Chronicle, VI, 181; Jacob Rhett Motte,
Journey into Wilderness: An Army Surgeon’s Account of Life in
Camp and Field During the Creek and Seminole Wars, 1836-1838,
ed., James F. Sunderman (Gainesville, 1953), 184, fn. 4, 299.

Published by STARS, 1968

9

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 47 [1968], No. 3, Art. 4
262

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

Mallory, 20 a resident of Key West, who had experience sailing
the waters of the keys.
Powell left Key West October 13, 1836, and three days later,
enroute to Cape Florida, he brought his force into Indian Key,
one of the small islands just off the southern tip of the mainland,
to replenish his water supply. Earlier, on October 5, a force of
some seventy Indians had attacked Key Largo, destroying the
garden and out-buildings belonging to Captain John Whalton. 21
On October 8, the Indians attacked the schooner Mary, a small
coastal vessel of about fifteen tons, while she was riding at anchor
at Key Tavernier, just off the eastern shore of Key Largo. The
five crew members managed to escape by taking to the small
boats, although two of the men were wounded in the fray. The
Indians first plundered the schooner and then set her afire. This
war party was in no haste and remained in the vicinity for
several days. 22 Seeing the smoke from their campfires, about
thirty miles away, Powell changed his plans and decided to make
20. Stephen R. Mallory, Sr., later Confederate secretary of the navy,
obtained leave from his position as customs inspector to accompany
Powell. In his diary he presents this expedition as a cheerful, carefree lark, quite contrary to most reports: “I had a very pleasant and
somewhat independent position assigned to me, with the command
of a fine body of seamen, and my superb long, center board schoonerrigged whaleboat, and our party was most successfully employed
from Jupiter River to Tampa, through the Everglades and around
the coast, beating up the quarters of the Indians ashore and
afloat. . . . F r o m t h e p l e a s a n t c l i m a t e a s f r o m h a l f a q u a t i c , h a l f
hunting sort of service, and the pleasant association of the officers
the campaign was to me a most agreeable one. In the fall following
I again joined Capt. Powell in a similar service, over the same
ground; with a larger force, which rendered timely aid to the coast,
You have heard me often refer to the exciting incidents of the
Indian service; though I never killed or wounded an Indian, I enjoyed capital health, good spirits, and reaped much useful experience, self reliance, and benefit generally from my service.” Quoted in
Occie Clubbs, “Stephen Russell Mallory, The Elder” (unpublished
Master’s thesis, University of Florida, August 1936), 52.
21. John Whalton was the keeper of the Carysfort Reef lightship; he
was killed by Indians the following year in the same garden. St.
Augustine Florida Herald, July 21, 1837; Jefferson B. Browne, Key
West: The Old and the New (St. Augustine, 1912), 87.
22. Charleston Courier, November 3, 1836; Tallahassee Floridian, November 26, 1836.
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a surprise assault on the band before proceeding to the Cape. He
recalled his earlier difficulties maneuvering the large navy
launches close to the shoreline while attempting to approach
guerrilla bands undetected, and so he procured two light boats,
one from Captain Jacob Houseman of Indian Key, 23 to augment
his four smallest boats for his first attack upon the enemy. His
plan of operation was a pincer movement. Lieutenant Smith was
to take a division of boats and circle the east end of Key Largo,
while Powell’s group would stretch over the main under cover
of darkness and try to stay hidden near the coast. Powell hoped
the Indians would be travelling by water, and, not expecting a
trap, they might move out away from the shore. He felt confident
that he could force an engagement on the water if he could
maneuver his sailors and marines between the Seminoles and
land; this would be combat in the navy’s element. Powell waited
until the day was well along before deciding that the enemy
unfortunately was not going to travel out upon open water. He
ordered the force to proceed along the coast and try to flush the
hostiles out. Shortly thereafter they came upon a canoe carrying
two Indians and the chase was on. The Seminoles were able to
prolong the pursuit by remaining in the shallow waters, but
Powell urged his sailors on and the gap narrowed. Just as Powell
ordered some of his men to open fire, the canoe turned into the
shore and its occupants jumped out and fled inland. Only then
did Powell realize that the two Indians would spread the alarm,
23. Captain Jacob Housman was a notorious wrecker who owned Indian
Key. A few citizens of Monroe County claimed that “the undersigned know that petitions with numerous signatures have been sent
to Congress, praying for a port Entry at Indian Key. . . . In one
instance it is known, that men, constituting a large expedition against
the Indians, under the command of Lieut. Powel [sic], of the U.S.
Navy, signed one of these petitions at Indian Key, several times
over, with different signatures, for a glass of grog each time,”
Carter, Territory of Florida, XXV, 252-53. Powell confirmed
this accusation in a letter to William A. Whitehead on September
11, 1837, reprinted in Senate Documents, 25th Cong., 3rd Sess.,
Serial No. 339, No. 140 (Washington, 1839), Appendix A, 7. Because of the excellent water and harbor facilities of Indian Key and
the supplies Housman kept there, the navy based its “mosquito
fleet,” u n d e r L i e u t e n a n t J o h n T . M c L a u g h l i n , o n t h a t k e y f r o m
mid-1838 to the spring of 1840. Dorothy Dodd, “Jacob Housman of
Indian Key,” Tequesta, VIII (1948), 3-19.
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and by the time he arrived the whole Seminole force had vanished into the interior. The Indians had left their canoes, fishing
equipment, and provisions behind, and before Powell returned
to Indian Key he had destroyed everything that he thought had
any value. Once again the force resumed its course for Cape
Florida.
After such an auspicious start, Powell was determined to
examine the coast thoroughly. Lieutenant Smith was placed in
charge of the large boats, and he was instructed to take the outer
passage to the Cape, while First Lieutenant Waldron and his
marines accompanied Powell in the small boats and searched the
passage between Key Largo and the mainland. While Powell
probed the innumerable inlets and small keys which could have
furnished a secluded retreat for the enemy he was concerned
about the possibility of an ambush. Added to this hazard, nature
took a hand and the force had to beat against a northeast gale.
As a result it was October 21 before the group reached Cape
Florida. From this base Powell dispatched exploring parties to
seek out the enemy. The first evening Powell sent Lieutenant
Smith to the Miami River to inspect the former settlement there.
The next night Waldron took a large group up that river to the
head of boat navigation. He reported that the settlements there
had been utterly destroyed quite some time before his arrival.
These movements were carried out at night to elude detection;
Powell was trying to engage an elusive guerrilla foe and did not
want the Seminoles to flee. Methodically he widened his search,
sending Stephen Mallory to explore along Little River and Arch
Creek, but with no positive results. Powell was convinced that
there were no hostiles in the immediate vicinity, and he believed
that they were somewhere along New River harvesting arrowroot. He was determined to find and surprise them.
The pincer movement would again become Powell’s modus
operandi. Accompanied by the marines, he would ascend to the
headwaters of the Ratones River and then march overland to
New River. In the meantime, Lieutenant Smith was to approach
by sea. Powell left at nine in the evening and his group rowed all
night, arriving at the Ratones at ten the next morning, a distance
of twenty-five miles from Cape Florida. On the march overland
they came across a deserted Indian village and set fire to the
dwellings. Powell reached New River about eight miles below
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Marines battle the Seminole Indians in the Florida War - 1835-1842.
Courtesy of the U. S. Marine Corps Museum.
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the Everglades and proceeded downstream until a junction was
made with the boat force from the sea on October 30. Neither
group had found any Seminoles. Therefore, Powell established a
strong camp on the west bank of New River and again sent out
probing expeditions. Smith was dispatched with three barges to
operate as far north as Indian River. Meanwhile, knowing that
the area to the south was clear of guerrilla units, Powell decided
to investigate the Everglades, the terra incognita fastness of the
Seminoles.
Powell started out with four of his lightest boats and a scanty
allowance of provisions so as not to be burdened. The party included Drs. Hassler and Leitner, Mallory, Midshipmen Woodhull and Hunter, and William Cooley who acted as guide. 24
With this trek Powell hoped to add to the sparse military knowledge of the Seminoles’ retreat. The coastal area of Florida was
fairly well known by 1836, but the interior of the glades had not
yet been penetrated by white men. Powell’s report of his attempt
pointed out the inadequacy of keel boats in such an area: “We
anchored our boats that night in the great inland basin of South
Florida, known as the Everglades 25 We had now a night view
of the coast that encircles the glades. Forests of pines and cypress
enclosed us on one side like a black wall; while on the other, the
grass, which covers the whole surface of this shallow lake, offered
no obstruction to the eye as it wandered over the dreary waste.
Here, on the main land, or on the islands in the glades, if there
were Indians, so commanding was our position, that their fires
would certainly have been seen by us. With the dawn we pushed
into the grassy sea before us, and endeavored to approach an
island seen in the distance. Several other islands were above the
horizon as we progressed; but the boats, although the smallest of
our little fleet, could not near either of them. The matted sawgrass, which wounds like a razor, and the deep sluices, which
24. William Coolie, or Cooley, had been an early settler at New River.
On January 4, 1836, while he was away from home, the Indians
attacked and killed his wife, three children, and Joseph Flinton of
M a r y l a n d w h o w a s e m p l o y e d a s a t e a c h e r f o r t h e c h i l d r e n , Key
West Inquirer, January 16, 1836; Browne, Key West, 84.
25. According to Alfred J. and Kathryn Abbey Hanna, Lake Okeechobee:
Wellspring of the Everglades (Indianapolis, 1948), 33, the name
Everglades was not used on maps until 1823.

Published by STARS, 1968

15

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 47 [1968], No. 3, Art. 4
266

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

intersect the glades, prevented access to them on foot. I found it
impracticable to navigate the glades, at this stage of water, in keel
boats, though no labor had been spared; and we reluctantly commenced our return to the camp.” 26
On November 6 Lieutenant Smith returned and informed
Powell that there were no recent signs of Indians as far north as
the St. Lucie River. The latter concluded that the Seminoles had
completed their harvest earlier and must now be operating in the
northern part of Florida. He then ordered the expedition to move
southward and continue to probe and explore the extremity of
the peninsula. Powell rounded the tip of Florida and moved
northward up the west coast inspecting the abandoned fishing
ranchos and recording information about them for future use. 27
He reached Josefa Island in Charlotte Harbor November 30 and
secured shelter against a northern gale. Two days later he decided it was time to return to Key West due to the condition of
his men and boats. Finally, in early December, Lieutenant
Powell’s group began to report aboard their respective com26. Powell to Thomas Crabb, December 8, 1836, reprinted in the Army
and Navy Chronicle, IV, 298-99.
27. From the very commencement of the war some Floridians were
concerned that Cuban arms would reach the Seminoles through the
Spanish Indians who worked the various fishing ranchos along the
lower west coast of Florida. In a letter published in the Tallahassee
Floridian, W. Wyatt remarked: “Three years ago when I examined
this country, I met with a class of Indians in Towns and at fisheries,
who seemed to know nothing about any white people except the
Spaniards, with whom they were intermixed. The Spaniards having
Squaws for wives and the Indian men and half-breeds engaged as
fishermen and sailors. . . . I f t h o s e I n d i a n s a r e n o t e n c o m p a s s e d
on the land side by blockhouses: and on the water by armed vessels
or boats, so as to break up all communication between them and
these Spanish fishermen, and our runaway Negroes, they may keep
up a petty war with us for the next 5 years, . . .” Tallahassee
Floridian, February 13, 1836. See also Dorothy Dodd, “Captain
Bunce’s Tampa Bay Fisheries, 1835-1840,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXV (January 1947), 246-56; James W. Covington, “A Petition
From Some Latin-American Fishermen, 1838,” Tequesta, XIV
(1954), 61-68, and his “Trade Between Southwest Florida and Cuba,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXVIII (October 1959), 114-28; Wilfred T. Neill, “The Identity of Florida’s ‘Spanish Indians’,” Florida
Anthropologist, VIII (June 1955), 43-57.
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mands. 28 On December 23, Commodore Dallas reported that
the cutter Dexter had arrived in Tampa Bay with a part of the
marines from the expedition and that the remainder were “expected here hourly in the Washington Cutter.” 29
This initial attempt of Lieutenant Powell to penetrate the
Everglades, although not successful, provided the impetus for
another expedition the following fall. Powell was both fascinated
and challenged by Florida’s vast acquatic land. This unknown
refuge of the Seminole Indians, teeming with its amphibian denizens, must, he thought, be penetrated militarily by an equally
amphibious task force. And so, on September 24, 1837, he wrote
to Joel R. Poinsett, secretary of war, offering his services to lead
a military expedition into the glades. 30 This offer was accepted
and in correspondence between the two service secretaries it was
determined that the force should consist of 100 sailors and the
necessary naval officers to conduct such an assault boat group
and an equal number of soldiers to be supplied by General
Thomas S. Jesup, now commander of the army in Florida. Secretary Poinsett counseled the general to insure that the army officers
assigned did not outrank Lieutenant Powell. By mid-October the
lieutenant was in Charleston, South Carolina, gathering the
equipage he considered necessary. He bought two boats and fourteen pirogues in addition to the twelve boats he ordered constructed. Finally, he chartered four schooners to transport the
navy detachment and equipment from Charleston, first to St.
Augustine where the army personnel were to be embarked, and
then to the final staging area at New Smyrna. 31
28. Vandalia ship’s log, October 13, 1836, “Records,” 137; Powell to
Crabb, October 18, 1836, October 26, 1836, “Masters Commandant”;
Powell to Crabb, December 8, 1836, reprinted in the Army and Navy
Chronicle, IV, 298-99; Vandalia ship’s log, December 9 and 15,
1836, “Records,” 139.
29. Dallas to Dickerson, December 23, 1836, ibid., 79.
30. Powell to Joel R. Poinsett, September 24, 1837, War Department,
Secretary’s Office, Letters Received, Main Series, 1801-187_, Record
Group 107, National Archives. Microcopy in possession of the author.
31. Poinsett to Powell, October 14, 1837, and the enclosure, Poinsett to
Thomas S. Jesup, October 14, 1837, War Department, Secretary’s
Office, Letters Sent Military Affairs, Record Group 107. Microfilm
in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History. Poinsett to Dickerson, October 31, 1837, ibid.; Powell to Dickerson, October 24, 1837,
November 29, 1837, “Officers’ Letters.” Dickerson to Powell, November 2, 1837, December 8, 1837, “Officers, Ships of War.”
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At the commencement of the campaign season Secretary of
the Navy Mahlon Dickerson informed Commodore Dallas that
Powell had been selected to lead this expedition into the Everglades, and that although he would explore the glades and render
any aid needed by the army in its forthcoming campaign, he was
to report directly to the commodore. 32 General Jesup planned
to utilize three forces in South Florida to sweep the area and to
hold the Indians while the main assault pushed south. The
southern groups were Colonel Smith’s Louisiana Volunteers in
the west, operating from the mouth of the Caloosahatchee River;
Colonel Zachary Taylor’s 1st Infantry Regiment in the center,
covering the area between the Kissimmee River and Pease Creek;
and Powell’s small mixed force of sailors, Company I, 1st Artillery, and a detachment from the Washington City Volunteers
to operate along the east coast. 33
Early in December, Powell’s command left New Smyrna and
sailed down the Mosquito Lagoon to the Haulover, a narrow
stretch of land separating the lagoon from Indian River. 34 Some
days earlier, Navy Lieutenant John T. McLaughlin 35 had transported First Lieutenant John B. Magruder’s detachment of three
companies of 1st Artillery to the Haulover. The two commands
remained here throughout the month of December. At first
Powell kept his men busy moving their twenty-eight boats across
32. Dickerson to Dallas, November 1, 1837, “Records,” 11.
33. Mahon, History of the Second Seminole War, 219-20.
34. The Haulover, or Sands Point, was the site of Fort Ann during this
war. Because this was a gathering point for late pioneers moving
south, the town of Titusville sprang up a few miles south of the
Haulover. Walter R. Heller, Indian River: Florida’s Treasure Coast
(Coconut Grove, 1965), 11.
35. Lieutenant John T. McLaughlin had previously volunteered and
served with the army in Florida. While attached to Colonel A. C. W.
F a n n i n g ’s c o m m a n d h e w a s w o u n d e d i n a n e n g a g e m e n t a t L a k e
Monroe on February 8, 1837, Niles' Weekly Register, LII (March 11,
1837), 31. When recovered, he again requested duty in Florida.
Later he was commanding officer of the U.S.S. Flirt and directed the
naval forces operating around the southern coast of Florida, Secretary of the Navy James K. Paulding to John T. McLaughlin, December 2, 1839, reprinted in Carter, Territory of Florida, XXVI,
3-5. Also see Nell L. Weidenbach, “Lieutenant John T. McLaughlin: Guilty or Innocent?” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVI (July
1967), 46-52.
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the land from the lagoon to the river. A more pressing problem
for him was the lack of the military cohesiveness of his force.
Therefore, he frequently exercised his conglomerate group in
military formations and close order drill, a task certainly made
necessary by the divergent backgrounds of his force of army
regulars, volunteer militia, and navymen, especially the sailors.
This period was also beneficial to the officers, for, like the men,
they had only recently been assembled for this expedition. Lieutenant Powell was experienced, but his officers were new to this
type of operations. Midshipmen Peter U. Murphy and William
P. McArthur had been at the naval school at Norfolk until
ordered to this expedition in the fall, and Passed Midshipman
Horace N. Harrison joined Powell at St. Augustine. Surgeon
Jacob Rhett Motte of Magruder’s command wrote a most revealing eyewitness account of the drill formation of the expedition:
“When drawn up in line they presented a curious blending of
black and white, like the keys of a piano forte; many of the
sailors being coloured men. There was also an odd alternation of
tarpaulin hats and pea-jackets, with forage caps and soldiers trip
roundabouts; soldiers and sailors, white men and black, being all
thrown into the ranks indiscriminately, a beautiful specimen of
mosaic, thus modifying sailor’s ardour with soldier’s discipline.” 36
The day after Christmas 1837, the expedition departed the
Haulover to explore Indian River. Lieutenant Henry W. Fowler,
commanding I Company, 1st Artillery, and Joseph E. Johnston, 37 a former army man, and the group’s topographical engineer were to select and mark sites along the route for depots;
later, Lieutenant Magruder’s group was to follow and construct
forts at the sites selected. On December 31 both groups were
again in camp together on the Indian River Inlet while Lieutenant Powell awaited the arrival of his supplies from St. Augustine
before moving inland. At last, the first week in January, he
36. Motte, Journey into Wilderness, 168.
37. Joseph E. Johnston, later a Confederate general, was graduated from
West Point and resigned his commission May 31, 1837. While waiting for re-appointment he volunteered for duty in Florida. Johnston
later accepted a commission as first lieutenant in the topographical
engineers in June 1837, and he was cited for his actions during the
Florida War, Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary
of the United States Army (Washington, 1903), I, 578.
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departed to explore the St. Lucie River. He was concerned for
the physical comfort of his men for he knew from previous duty
the strength-sapping rigors of life in the swamps. Therefore, he
left the Washington City Volunteers behind to alleviate the
cramped conditions in the boats. He had not learned of the Battle
of Okeechobee on December 25, and so was not aware that large
numbers of Indians had been forced into the Everglades by army
pressure. 38 Whether or not this would have influenced his decision cannot be determined.
It was at the headwaters of Jupiter River, as the expedition
was leaving the interior, that Powell held his most serious confrontation with hostile Indians. Around January 10 or 11, 1838,
while exploring the St. Lucie, he discovered an Indian trail with
signs that a large band had recently moved southward. Military
engagement was his prime purpose and so Powell set out following the trail. On the fifteenth, he overtook a squaw tending a
herd who, when captured, volunteered information that there
were several Indian camps in the vicinity. Twenty-three men
were left to guard the boats and the squaw was pressed into
service as a guide. She led the group down a well-beaten trail
about five miles to a cypress swamp from which columns of
smoke were rising. Lieutenant Powell formed his force into an
extended line of three divisions with acting Lieutenants Harrison
and McArthur each leading a division of sailors. Lieutenant
Fowler led the army division. Powell had previously sent Midshipman Murphy and his men on detached duty. Therefore,
Powell’s entire force numbered about fifty-five sailors and twentyfive soldiers.
It was four o’clock in the afternoon when the force came to
the swamp. A war-whoop echoed ahead and instantly Lieutenant
Powell ordered a charge. The Seminoles were superb geurrilla
fighters using the terrain to maximum advantage. They would
emerge for an instant to shoot at the charging line and then disappear again into the underbrush. The nerve-shattering warwhoops, commencing as a low growl and increasing in pitch to a
shrill yell, followed each shot as the warriors resisted the advance
38. The Battle of Okeechobee is described in Mahon, History of the
Second Seminole War, 227-30. Powell departed for the interior before the news of the battle reached Jupiter Inlet, Motte, Journey into
Wilderness, 178-80.
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of the soldiers and sailors. The steady rifle fire from the underbrush, the Indians popping up here and there for a split second,
and the treacherous swampy terrain added to the difficulty of
maintaining a coordinated line of advance. In addition, acting
Lieutenant Harrison was shot in the shoulder at the outset and
his division was left without an officer to lead the men. Powell
ordered Lieutenant Fowler to enter the swamp on the right and
acting Lieutenant McArthur to lead the remaining two divisions
along the original line of advance. One of the sailors near Powell
was shot in the leg, but he continued the fight and killed his
opponent with a blast of “both barrels of Captain Powell’s
double gun, loaded with buckshot.” 39 The enemy was forced
slowly backwards until the warriors were at the edge of the more
dense portion of the cypress swamp. Here they held and maintained a steady and unrelenting fire upon the advancing line.
This fire from the unseen enemy force of undetermined size took
its toll upon the attackers. Lieutenant McArthur was seriously
wounded and the expedition’s surgeon, Doctor Leitner, was
killed. 40 Some of the unofficered sailors began milling about,
night was approaching, and the number of wounded was increasing. Lieutenant Powell realized his deteriorating position and
ordered a withdrawal.
While recrossing the swamp Lieutenant Fowler’s group came
under heavy fire and that officer was shot in the thigh and side
which forced him out of action. Mr. Johnston took charge of the
soldiers and continued rear guard activity, and with his military
background, he was able to direct effectively the operations of the
regular army. The sailors were raw recruits to this type of land
operation and with the coming darkness, the finer points of
retreating and maintaining unit integrity weakened. The feeling
of loneliness which can assail a man in combat, especially one
who has not developed a strong sense of esprit de corps, can be
most overpowering. For many of the sailors the savages moving
in from behind, the lengthening shadows spreading throughout
39. The title of captain is generally accorded to commanding officers in
the navy regardless of their rank. Niles' National Register, LIII (February 27, 1838), 401.
40. Later reports indicate that Dr. Leitner did not die at this time but
was captured by the Indians and subsequently killed by them, Motte,
Journey into Wilderness, 184-85.
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the swamp, and the desire for the safety of the boats provided a
strong feeling of insecurity which overcame their recently instilled
discipline of how to maneuver effectively as a military unit. It
was at this point that the nightmare of all commanders leading
combat forces came to Lieutenant Powell; the sailors of the
unofficered division broke ranks and ran for the boats! Had the
rest of the detachment followed in rout the Seminoles would have
had an easy task picking off the men at will. Fortunately Lieutenant Powell and Passed Midshipman Harrison, both wounded,
were able to keep the remaining sailors in a ragged yet effective
military formation. The brunt of the rear guard action fell to the
army detachment and through their efforts the retreat did not
turn into a rout. The firing was maintained until about seventhirty in the evening when the expedition finally reached the
boats and was able to pull off. Lieutenant Powell’s final recapitulation to Commodore Dallas was five killed (one surgeon, two
seamen, and two soldiers) and twenty-two wounded (four officers, including Powell, one non-commissioned officer, eleven privates, one boatswain’s mate, and five seamen). Later Powell
picked up a wounded man who had lost his way during the retreat, reducing the number killed to four. In addition, one of
the boats, containing a keg of powder, rum, and whiskey, was
inadvertently left on the bank during the retreat because it was
not noticed in the darkness. 41
Powell brought his force back to Indian River Inlet where
the wounded could be cared for. Then he sailed to Fort Pierce.
Meanwhile, the army units moved inland and, on Januray 24,
1838, engaged a band of Indians on the same battleground
where Powell had suffered defeat. The natives retreated into the
41. The conduct of the battle of Jupiter River is derived from many
sources. The following are the most pertinent. Lieutenant Powell’s
reports: Powell to Dallas, January 17, 1838, reprinted in Niles’
National Register, LIII (February 17, 1838), 388; Powell to Dickerson, January 27, 1838, February 6, 1838, “Officers’ Letters,” Surgeon
Motte, who was at the camp on the Indian River Inlet, and
Surgeon Jarvis, who received his information three days later at
C a m p L o y d , b o t h b a s i c a l l y a g r e e w i t h P o w e l l ’s r e p o r t s , M o t t e ,
Journey into Wilderness, 182-84; Nathan S. Jarvis, “Diary Kept
While a Surgeon with the Army in Florida, 1837-39,” mss. in the
New York Academy of Medicine, 38-40. Microfilm in the P. K.
Yonge Library of Florida History.
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interior and the army could not follow because of its short supplies. On the twenty-seventh the 1st Artillery reached Jupiter
Bay, out of forage and with but two days of rations. Fortunately,
Lieutenant Powell arrived with supplies that same day. Powell’s
boats made several trips provisioning the force at Jupiter until.
February 4 when he was ordered to sail for Key Biscayne. General Jesup felt that by sending Colonel Benjamin K. Pierce with
a part of the 1st Artillery and Powell’s sailors to Key Biscayne bywater his force could proceed southward by land and trap the
Indians. 42
Powell’s defeat bothered him so much that before he left
Indian River Inlet he sent an additional report to the secretary of
the navy presenting his reasons for the failure: “It is now too late.
to refer to the original composition of the expedition which was
not in accordance with joint instructions of the Secretary of War
- yours, and my own. The seamen were all landsmen and threefifths of the regulars were volunteers. I could have taught them
to make watches as easily as to learn the one to handle an oar
and the other the musket. Nor do I say this in reproach to either,
but to show that service like this required men who had nothing to
learn of the business before them.” 43 For his new mission, Powell
insisted that his assault group be strengthened with an additional
company of regulars and that the volunteers be excluded. This
was done and his command now consisted of himself as commander and acting Lieutenants Harrison and Murphy as division
officers for the sailors. First Lieutenant John B. Magruder, replacing Lieutenant Fowler, commanded Company I; Second
Lieutenant Robert McLane commanded Company E; Mr,
Johnston continued as topographical officer; and Dr. Leonard,
acting surgeon, replaced the deceased Dr. Leitner. With this
group Powell sailed south. He arrived at Key Biscayne on February 11 and spent the rest of the month establishing a depot there
and erecting Fort Dallas on the mainland. 44
42. Jarvis, ibid., 46; Army and Navy Chronicle, VI, 159-60.
43. Powell to Dickerson, February 6, 1838, “Officers’ Letters.”
44. Army and Navy Chronicle, VI, 220; Nathan D. Shappee, “Fort
Dallas and the Naval Depot on Key Biscayne, 1836-1926,” Tequesta,
XXI (1961), 20-24.
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Early in March, General Jesup received information that
Chief Arpeika [Sam Jones], 45 with the Mikasukis was in the
interior of the Everglades near New River. He ordered Lieutenant Colonel James Bankhead to Key Biscayne and informed
Powell that he should aid the colonel. At the same time, Jesup
wrote to Commodore Dallas of Powell’s performance: “Lt.
Powell has not failed, he has cooperated with me most efficiently
and is now at the point where he can enter the Everglades. He
will penetrate them so soon as I shall have placed a force on New
River sufficient to protect his movements which will be in a few
days. His affair in this vicinity was most gallant though he was
compelled to retreat to his boats with some loss.” 46 The force
Jesup spoke of was Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, with six companies of the 1st and 4th Artillery; Major William Lauderdale,
with 200 Tennessee Volunteers; Lieutenant Robert Anderson,
with a company of the 3rd Artillery; and Powell’s group. Colonel
Bankhead moved into the Everglades after Arpieka and his band
as soon as he assembled his force. The terrain was most difficult
to traverse; the country had experienced a drought and the
normally wet glades had been turned into a muddy swamp too
dry for boats and too wet for walking. The soldiers had to put
their muskets and cartridge-boxes in the small boats which were
then pushed for miles through the marshes of saw grass. Finally,
on March 22, 1838, they reached the island in the sea of mud
where the Indians were encamped. Bankhead wanted to parley,
but the Seminoles fired upon his flag of truce. The colonel immediately went into action even though it was only about an hour
before sunset. However, he did not perform the usual army
tactic of charging down the trail and assaulting the hammock
from the front as the Indians had expected. Instead, he posted an
extended line to cover the front, the hammock was about three
miles in length and a quarter of a mile wide. On the right flank,
where the water was not too deep, Major Reynold Kirby, with
five companies of artillery and two of the Tennessee Volunteers,
was dispatched in a flanking movement. Lieutenant Powell and
his amphibian group was assigned to the left flank where the
45. Arpeika, or as he was known to the whites, Sam Jones, was a
medicine man over seventy years old who had an intense hatred for
the white man, Mahon, History of the Second Seminole War, 127-28.
46. Jesup to Dallas, March 5, 1838, “Records,” 92.
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water was deep. The intention was to surround the Indians. When
Powell’s boats came within gun range the Seminoles opened fire,
but before the lieutenant could link up with Kirby the hostiles
realized the plan and fled in great haste, leaving behind food,
lead, powder, and twenty skin canoes. This sortie was important
for it was one of the early attacks, after two years of war, into the
asylum of the Everglades where the Indians had boasted that
“no white man could go.” 47
Upon completion of this venture, Powell resumed his routine
duty of exploring the South Florida coast. Late in April Powell
detached his army units at Key West and took his naval forces up
the west coast to Pensacola. Early in May 1838, Lieutenant
Powell completed his third and final boat expedition against the
Seminole Indians. 48
*
*
Other naval officers, including Lieutenant John T. McLaughlin, Lieutenant John Rodgers, and Midshipman George
H. Preble, continued using small boat assault tactics during the
Second Seminole War. After the war this type of operation was
neglected until revived again along the western rivers of the
United States during the Civil War. Then, almost oblivion until
the Vietnam conflict. Riverine warfare, by its very nature, defies
rigid tactical doctrine. From across the span of time Lieutenant
Levin M. Powell, a pioneer of this form of combat, would agree
with Colonel Victor J. Croizat, U.S.M.C., a twentieth-century
practitioner, that “the first sentence of a definitive U.S. doctrine
of river warfare might very well read, ‘River warfare is not combat on the water, it is combat from the water.’ The second and every other sentence thereafter - is still anybody’s guess.” 49
47. Army and Navy Chronicle, VI, 268-69; Niles' National Register,
LIV (March 24, 1838), 49; John T. Sprague, The Origin, Progress,
and Conclusion of the Florida War (New York, 1848), 195-96.
See also facsimile edition with introduction by John K. Mahon
(Gainesville, 1964).
48. Army and Navy Chronicle, VI, 313; Dallas to Dickerson, May 3,
1838, “Records,” 92.
49. Croizat, “Naval Forces in River War,” 52.
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